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Description of the subject 

The course focuses on restorative justice theory and practice in criminal matters. 

History of ‘compositio’ goes back to the ancient time. From seconds half of last 

century activities and documents of the Council of Europe, the United Nations, the 

European Union and other international organizations exercised influence on 

restorative justice movement. Restorative justice is an old and new paradigm. The 

course offers the opportunity to deal with definitions, forms and principles of 

restorative justice, especially victim-offender mediation. Restitutive concept of 

sentencing and mediation in relation to criminal law are fundamental questions to be 

addressed in the framework of the course. 

 

Topics of the subject: 

1. Restorative justice as an old and new paradigm in the case of criminal matter 

2. The history of restorative justice  

3. The role of international organisations: Council of Europe, United Nations, 

European Union, especially to the 2001/220/JHA: Council framework decision of 

15 March 2001 and Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 25 October 2012 establishing minimum standards on the rights, 

support and protection of victims of crime, and replacing Council Framework 

Decision 2001/220/JHA 

4. Notion and types of restorative justice 

5. Principles of restorative justice 

6. Community conferencing, family group conferencing and sentencing in criminal 

matters 

7. General characteristics of victim-offender mediation (VOM) 

8. International comparative aspects of VOM 

9. Principles of mediation and connection with principles of criminal law 

10. The regulations of VOM inside and outside the Penal Code and the Procedure 

Code  

11. Connection between restorative justice and community sanctions 

12. Community work as a symbolic form of restorative justice 

13. Restitution by the offender as a condition of suspension of imprisonment or 

parole 

14. Restorative justice in prison 
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